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Royal Ascot Trials Day’s seven-race card includes four specific trials for the Royal Meeting 
in June, led by the Group 3 Longines Sagaro Stakes, won in recent years by both Colour 

Vision and Her Majesty The Queen’s Estimate en route to Gold Cup glory.
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LONGINES 
SAGARO STAKES
BY MATT ChApMAN

GUIDE TO ThE

Sky Sports Racing’s Matt Chapman gives his verdict on every runner for Wednesday’s feature contest.

  CALLING THE WIND 
  Pat Dobbs | Richard Hughes

On ratings has a bit to find and as a six-year-old 
it’s hard to see much more improvement coming. 
That said, this gelding has been in terrific form 
since landing the Goodwood Handicap over an 
extended 2m4f in July. Had a pipe-opener at 
Newbury the other day and he might well run 
better than his odds will probably suggest. 

  ENEMY 
  William Buick | Ian Williams

Absolutely bolted up in a handicap at 
Musselburgh the other day and thumped up 
from 99 to 108. Has never run over this distance 
and only three outings ago he was racing over 9f 
at Meydan! As a horse completely unexposed at 
this distance impossible to rule out, but my gut 
feeling is he will struggle at this level. 

  NAYEF ROAD 
  Joe Fanning | Mark Johnston

A six-year-old son of Galileo, Nayef Road has 
knocked about in top staying races for a couple 
of years now. His best efforts include a third in 
the Doncaster Cup behind Stradivarius and a 
third in the St Leger to Logician. Vulnerable to a 
star, but if he gets an easy lead he won’t be that 
simple to pass. 

  QUICKTHORN 
  Tom Marquand | Hughie Morrison

Beaten by star Trueshan on his return to action 
at Nottingham and that should have blown some 
cobwebs away. Also has a fine second in the Ebor 
at York to his name. I’d be surprised if he took 
this but has only had twelve races so far and 
none over this distance so might improve.

  TASHKHAN 
  Ben Robinson | Brian Ellison

Has a huge chance on paper and as a relatively 
new kid on the block. Last seen when chasing 
home Trueshan at Ascot in October and his 
progressive runs before that included a decent 
fifth in the Melrose at York over just under 1m6f. 
Big runner if fit and ready. 
 

  WORDSWORTH 
  Ryan Moore | Aidan O’Brien

Four-year-old who has only had nine races. His 
short career includes a staying on second in the 
Queen’s Vase at Royal Ascot last year over an 
extended 1m6fand a third to Hurricane Lane in 
the Irish Derby. One of the most likely to improve 
going this trip for the first time. 
 

  PRINCESS ZOE 
  Joey Sheridan | Tony Mullins

Fabulous mare with a big fan club. Since winning 
the 2020 Group 1 Prix du Cadran, she has finished 
second in the Ascot Gold Cup, although beaten 
a long way. Not been in fabulous form since then 
although easy to give reasons for defeats in 
Riyadh and Longchamp. Gets at least 1lb from all 
her rivals and 3lb from some.

VERDICT

So many ifs and buts, but if Tashkhan is 
ready he might be the staying improver in 
the field. Wordsworth is clearly of interest 
while it would be mad to ignore the 
gorgeous Princess Zoe.
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“WhAT ThEY SAY”
Views from connections for Wednesday’s action at Ascot.

RACE 4 LONGINES SAGARO STAKES

RACE 5 MERRIEBELLE STABLES COMMONWEALTH CUP TRIAL STAKES

“I think he needs soft 
ground, but it’s funny, 
sometimes they don’t. He 
is in good form and we are 
running him to find out a 
few things, predominately 
whether he can cope at this 
level on this faster ground. 
You would think he would 
stay the trip.”

“I’m very happy with him. He 
seems to have trained on 
from two to three, but until 
you run them you never 
know. He is in a good place 
and we have never been out 
of the first two at Ascot, and 
hopefully it will remain that 
way after Wednesday.”

QUICKTHORN

GO BEARS GO

Hughie Morrison 
Trainer

David Loughnane 
Trainer

“He has been slightly out of 
form recently. He seems to 
be working well at home, but 
this is a very tough race. He 
has run well when fresh in 
the last few seasons, but he 
didn’t run particularly well 
when fresh this season. It is 
not the deepest Sagaro, but 
he still has 9lb to find with 
the top-rated horse.”

“The ground is not ideal for 
us, but I need to get a run 
into her. We have done all 
our training with June 16 
and the Gold Cup as the 
main focus, so she will not be 
fine-tuned for Wednesday, 
but she is fit and well and we 
are hoping that her class will 
help her.”

NAYEF ROAD PRINCESS ZOE

Mark Johnston 
Trainer

Tony Mullins 
Trainer

Go Bears Go ridden by Rossa Ryan winning at Ascot Racecourse
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1st HATHLOOL (3)

3rd ENOUGH ALREADY (5)

2nd TAHITIAN PRINCE (2)

1st WHISTLE AND FLUTE (2)

3rd FRAGRANCE (6)

2nd MICHAELA’S BOY (1)

1st MUKADDAMAH (2)

3rd KINGS JOY (1)

2nd ETERNAL PEARL (5)

1st ENEMY (2)

3rd TASHKHAN (5)

2nd PRINCESS ZOE (7)

1st GO BEARS GO (3)

3rd EHRAZ (2)

2nd HIERARCHY (4)

1st VALIANT PRINCE (4)

3rd NEW MANDATE (2)

2nd SIR BUSKER (3)

1st MULZIM (1)

3rd PETTOCHSIDE (11)

2nd DEVIL’S ANGEL (5)

TIpS

Stradivarius wins the 2021 Longines Sagaro Stakes

Go Bears Go wins on Royal Ascot Trials Day in 2021

Calling The Wind wins at Ascot in 2021



By Classic-winning jockey and Sky Sports Racing presenter Jason Weaver

The round course is a right-handed, triangular circuit of fourteen furlongs, with 
a run-in of 2½ furlongs. There is a straight mile course and the Old mile course 
which joins the round course in Swinley Bottom. Despite the downhill run into 
Swinley Bottom and relatively short run-in from the final turn, Ascot is galloping 
in character. Since the redevelopment, the turn into the straight has become 
more sweeping and those ridden prominently can be difficult to peg back. 
Nowadays, the ground in the straight drains quicker than the rest of the course, 
meaning going descriptions can vary.

GUIDE TO ASCOT
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Because the run-in on Ascot’s round course 
is relatively short, positioning - jockeyship in 
other words - is key. It goes without saying that 
in steadily-run races you want to be towards 
the sharp end but, whatever the pace, you can 
get into trouble trying to come through rivals 
late on. We’re still learning about the straight 
course, following the relaying a few years back, 
but in my view it’s more pace-dependent 
than draw-dependent. Given the right 
pace to chase, I reckon you can win 
from anywhere.

“
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