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ROYAL 
ASCOT

June 14 -18

Revered across the globe, Royal Ascot attracts many of racing’s finest horses.  
It is also equally synonymous with sartorial elegance, being awash with exquisite 

fashion and magnificent millinery creations.

From the arrival of the Royal Procession as the clock strikes two, to the communal singing around 
Ascot’s Bandstand, each of the five days is an event which must be seen to be believed. 

With eight Group 1 contests run over the five days, and over £8.6m in prize money, 
horses expected to star at this year’s event include Baaeed, Nature Strip, 

Hurricane Lane, Golden Pal and Stradivarius.

EXPERT INSIGHT 
STABLE TOURS 

HORSES TO FOLLOW
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ORDER OF RUNNING

DAY 2 - WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15

2:30pm The Queen Mary Stakes (Group 2) 2 Fillies £115,000 5f

3:05pm The Queen’s Vase (Group 2) 3 £262,500 1m, 6f

3:40pm The Prince of Wales’s Stakes (Group 1) 4+ £1,000,000 1m, 2f

4:20pm The Duke of Cambridge Stakes (Group 2) 4+ fillies & mares £175,000 1m

5:00pm The Royal Hunt Cup (Heritage Handicap) (Class 2) (Open) 3+ £175,000 1m

5:35pm The Windsor Castle Stakes (Listed) 2 £100,000 5f

6:10pm The Kensington Palace Stakes (Handicap) (Class 2) (0-105) 4 fillies & mares £100,000 1m

TIME RACE AGE  PRIZE FUND DISTANCE

DAY 1 - TUESDAY, JUNE 14

2:30pm The Queen Anne Stakes (Group 1) 4+ £600,000 1m

3:05pm The Coventry Stakes (Group 2) 2 £150,000 6f

3:40pm The King’s Stand Stakes (Group 1) 3+ £500,000 5f

4:20pm The St James’s Palace Stakes (Group 1) 3 Colts £500,000 1m

5:00pm The Ascot Stakes (Handicap) (Class 2) (0-100) 4+ £100,000 2m, 4f

5:35pm The Wolferton Stakes (Listed) 4+ £110,000 1m, 2f

6:10pm The Copper Horse Stakes (Handicap) (Class 2) (0-105) 4+ £100,00 1m, 6f

TIME RACE AGE  PRIZE FUND DISTANCE

DAY 3 - THURSDAY, JUNE 16

2:30pm The Norfolk Stakes (Group 2) 2 £110,000 5f

3:05pm The King George V Stakes (Handicap) (Class 2) (0-105) 3 £100,000 1m, 4f

3:40pm The Ribblesdale Stakes (Group 2) 3 fillies £200,000 1m, 4f

4:20pm The Gold Cup (Group 1) 4+ £500,000 2m, 4f

5:00pm The Britannia Stakes (Heritage Handicap) (Class 2) (0-105) 3 colts & geldings £120,000 1m

5:35pm The Hampton Court Stakes (Group 3) 3 £100,000 1m, 2f

6:10pm The Buckingham Palace Stakes (Handicap) (Class 2) (0-105) 3+ £100,000 7f

TIME RACE AGE  PRIZE FUND DISTANCE

Breeders’ Cup Challenge Series Races
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ORDER OF RUNNING
DAY 4 - FRIDAY, JUNE 17

2:30pm The Albany Stakes (Group 3) 2 fillies £100,000 6f

3:05pm The Commonwealth Cup (Group 1) 3 colts & fillies £500,000 6f

3:40pm The Duke of Edinburgh Stakes (Handicap) (Class 2) (0-105) 3+ £100,000 1m, 4f

4:20pm The Coronation Stakes (Group 1) 3 fillies £500,000 1m

5:00pm The Sandringham Stakes (Handicap) (Class 2) (0-105) 3 fillies £100,000 1m

5:35pm The King Edward VII Stakes (Group 2) 3 colts & geldings £225,000 1m, 4f

6:10pm The Palace of Holyroodhouse Stakes (Handicap) (Class 2) (0-105) 3 £100,000 5f

TIME RACE AGE  PRIZE FUND DISTANCE

DAY 5 - SATURDAY, JUNE 18

2:30pm The Chesham Stakes (Listed) 2 £100,000 7f

3:05pm The Jersey Stakes (Group 3) 3 £110,000 7f

3:40pm The Hardwicke Stakes (Group 2) 4+ £225,000 1m, 4f

4:20pm The Platinum Jubilee Stakes (Group 1) 4+ £1,000,000 6f

5:00pm The Wokingham Stakes (Heritage Handicap) (Class 2) (0-110) 3+ £175,000 6f

5:35pm The Golden Gates Stakes (Handicap) (Class 2) (0-105) 3 £100,000 1m, 2f

6:10pm The Queen Alexandra Stakes (Conditions) (Class 2) 4+ £100,000 2m, 6f

TIME RACE AGE  PRIZE FUND DISTANCE
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Mirror, mirror on the wall, who’s the fastest of them 
all? I’m not sure that Britain or Ireland has a dog in 
this fight but the five-furlong funnel at Ascot is a 
fitting arena for this drag race, a neutral ground for 
an international speed duel in the King’s Stand, a 
collision course between America and Australia. No 
horse in the world accelerates from the proverbial 
0-70 like GOLDEN PAL, who’s virtually unbeatable 
around a bend on fast ground at home in the USA, a 
point proved in last year’s Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint 
at Del Mar where nothing could lay a glove on him.

There was a decade - between 2003 and 2012 - when 
the Australian sprinters routinely rocked up to Royal 
Ascot and embarrassed Europe’s sprinters, but they 
have been largely conspicuous by their absence since, 
until now, as NATURE STRIP is on his way. Rated as 
the best sprinter in the world, he’s won seven Group 
1s and looked as fast and fearsome as ever on his 
most recent start when winning the T J Smith for a 
third time. This clash looks sure to go global. 

Our minds take shortcuts. That’s the heart of the 
matter with the phenomenon of recency bias, and 
recency bias is the heart of the matter for the 
Coronation clash between HOMELESS SONGS and 
INSPIRAL.

Regards Homeless Songs, it was hard not to be blown 
away by her blowing away the field in the Irish 1000 
Guineas, when the Frankel in her really came out, 
but to focus on the Curragh is perhaps to forget 
about the other Frankel filly who looked by far the 

best of her generation last year, namely Inspiral. 
Annoying at best and alarming at worst, it has been a 
troublesome spring for Inspiral, whose reappearance 
has been put back time and again, suggested - if not 
said outright - that she’s yet to sparkle in her work.

It’s the unknown classification of Inspiral as much 
as the known class of Homeless Songs that heats 
up this potential head-to-head between the Frankel 
fillies.

When is a head-to-head not a head-to-head? 
When one of the heads isn’t the best in the division, 
as Trueshan is on the staying scene, clear by the 
end of last season that he had the measure of 
STRADIVARIUS but it’s surely odds-against that he’ll 
participate in the Gold Cup if the weather forecast is 
correct, and the ground is on the fast side. 
Trueshan’s absence would lighten the weight of 
the Gold Cup but not necessarily lessen its intrigue, 
not when there’s a classic clash of the old and the 
young. More than a simple rating or a substantial 
CV, Stradivarius has come to represent something: 
the power of purposeful aging. There are few, if any, 

reference points in racing for a horse like Stradivarius, 
as not just an 8-y-o but an entire 8-y-o who’s still 
operating at the top level, and that’s precisely the 
reason why there’s such a fondness and a following 
for him.
 
As with all showdowns, it’s the similarities that bring 
them together but the contrasts that make the 
conflict crackle, and KYPRIOS is by any and every 
measure the antidote to Stradivarius. Kyprios is half 
his age and has had just six lifetime starts compared 
to Stradivarius’ 33, plus he’s never even tried two 
miles yet, let alone the Gold Cup distance.

THREE BIG CLASHES 
AT ROYAL ASCOT 2022
BY JAMIE LYNCH
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“Andrew Balding can’t do much wrong at 
present and I see he has booked the talented 
5lb claimer Callum Hutchinson for COLTRANE 
in Tuesday’s marathon test, the Ascot Stakes. 
Stamina is what Coltrane is all about and he 
comes here on the back of an excellent close 
second in the Chester Cup over a furlong and 
a half shorter. Unlike some of his rivals, he is 
versatile on the ground front, so no weather 
watch needed. He just looks solid here.”

“I know there are big noises from Wesley 
Ward about Love Reigns in the Queen Mary 
but she is going to have to be good to beat 
DRAMATISED who made a big impression on 
me at Newmarket. She started favourite and 
did the job in style to career away up the hill 
for an easy win against some talented types 
who have done well since. The runner-up, for 
example, has won her two starts since, both 
by over four lengths. I loved the way she hit 
the line strongly and also took a while to pull 
up - and that was after she had settled well in 
front.“

“Sure, Bay Bridge looked brilliant at Sandown 
but this is as strong a renewal of the Prince 
of Wales’s Stakes as you’re going to get 
and I think Sir Michael Stoute’s charge is 
way too short. There has to be some value 
in SHAHRYAR, last year’s Japanese Derby 
winner and one of the best in his homeland. 
His win in the Sheena Classic against a top-
class International field is well up to scratch 
and that form has been boosted but the likes 
of Alenquer and Hukum, both at the highest 
level.”

“SCOPE got better and better as he stepped 
up in trip last term, winning easily here on 
this course before landing the French St 
Leger. His narrow defeat under a Group 1 
penalty and over an inadequate mile and a 
half at Newbury on his reappearance would 
have delighted connections and set him up 
beautifully for for the Gold Cup. With doubts 
about the ground for Trueshan, Scope looks a 
very attractive each-way bet at around 8-1 at 
the time of writing.”

COLTRANE

DRAMATISED

SHAHRYAR

SCOPE

Ascot Stakes, Tuesday

Queen Mary Stakes, Wednesday

Prince of Wales Stakes, Wednesday

Gold Cup, Thursday

FOUR TO WATCH
AT ROYAL ASCOT
BY MIKE CATTERMOLE
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ROYAL ASCOT STABLE TOUR
AIDAN O’BRIEN

BLACKBEARD 
Coventry Stakes, Tuesday
“He has won his first three starts and looks a 
promising colt. We were happy with his first 
run, a bit disappointed with his second, and we 
thought he put it all together when he stepped 
up to six furlongs in the Marble Hill. He is a horse 
that quickens really well and that will always be 
an asset.” 

CLEVELAND 
Copper Horse Handicap, Tuesday
“He has seemed in great form since winning the 
Chester Cup and we’re looking forward to seeing 
him out again, as he’s a horse we’ve always 
liked.”

LITTLE BIG BEAR 
Windsor Castle Stakes, Wednesday
“We were a bit disappointed to see him beaten 
the first day, but we were delighted with his 
performance at Naas on his second start. We’ve 
always really liked him and his form looks strong. 
He isn’t short of pace and five furlongs is fine 
for him.” 

MOTHER EARTH 
Duke of Cambridge Stakes, Wednesday
“She ran below form in the Lockinge, but the 
thing with her is that getting lots of cover in her 
races is very important and she didn’t get any. 
We’ve seen it before that if she isn’t able to get 
cover, she tends to struggle. Hopefully the draw 
will be kind and allows her to easily find the 
cover she needs.” 

AIKHAL 
Hampton Court Stakes, Thursday
“He had a setback earlier this year, but he’s 
ready to run now. We are still discussing 
whether to run him in the St James’s Palace 
Stakes or the Hampton Court Stakes, but we are 
possibly leaning towards the Hampton Court at 
the minute.”

KYPRIOS 
Gold Cup, Thursday
“He has been trained for the Gold Cup. We’ve 
been delighted with him this year, as he’s 
shown the improvement on the track that we 
had always hoped he had in him. The trip is 

an unknown, but he’s bred to stay very well 
and he’s relaxed, so we think he’ll get it. He will 
handle fast ground just fine.”

THE ANTARCTIC 
Norfolk Stakes, Thursday
“We’ve been delighted with him since his last 
run and he’s been doing everything right since 
then. We have been conscious to keep a lid on 
him, as he’s a very fast horse and we didn’t want 
him to realise it too early. We’ve been happy not 
to ask him to do anything beyond the minimum 
required to win in his two starts to date.”

MEDITATE 
Albany Stakes, Friday
“We were very happy with her last run and she 
seems to be improving all the time. She’s one 
that will get further in trip as the year goes on.” 

TENEBRISM 
Coronation Stakes, Friday
“She’s in good form. The 1000 Guineas just 
didn’t go to plan for her and we felt she should 
be given another chance at a mile. She had a 
small hold up after Newmarket with a stone 
bruise, but she seems in great shape now.”

ALFRED MUNNINGS 
Chesham Stakes, Saturday
“The Chesham Stakes has been the plan since 
his winning debut. He was working very nicely 
before he ran despite not being asked to do 
much and he came to hand very quickly. He’s 
one we are really looking forward to.” 

BROOME 
Hardwicke Stakes, Saturday
“We felt he was only just about ready to start 
back in the Tattersalls Gold Cup last time. In the 
circumstances, we were happy with his run and 
I think he’ll improve plenty from that. Getting 
him back up to a mile-and-a-half will suit and I’m 
hopeful that he’ll run well.”

WORDWORTH 
Queen Alexandra Stakes, Saturday
“He ran very well in his first try at two miles in 
the Sagaro Stakes at Ascot in April and I’d be 
hopeful that he’ll stay the longer trip next week. 
He looks to be a good candidate for the race.”

Sitting second in the all-time Royal Ascot leading trainer table, get the word 
from Aidan O’Brien on his key contenders at Royal Ascot 2022.
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MARSHALL PLAN 
Ascot Stakes, Tuesday

“He goes for the Ascot Stakes and that has been 
the plan since he finished second on All-Weather 
Championships Finals day at Newcastle in April.”

FAR SHOT 
Windsor Castle Stakes, Wednesday

“We have some nice two-year-olds, including this 
colt who won at Yarmouth on Tuesday – he will 
go for the Windsor Castle.” 

LORD NORTH 
Prince of Wales’s Stakes, Wednesday

“He has won the race before but we are very 
frightened of the Japanese horse Shahryar 
and another very good horse trained here in 
Newmarket called Bay Bridge. He’s a grand 
horse and I think he needs to be ridden a little 
differently compared to the Tattersalls Gold Cup, 
when he sat too close to the pace.”

EMILY UPJOHN 
Ribblesdale Stakes, Thursday

“The Oaks and Ribblesdale are tight enough time 
wise, that’s for sure, but she could run. It is a very 
important race and I have won it before with 
fillies who have run in the Oaks. She has been 
eating well, looking well and had a canter this 
morning. We will see how she is and make the 
decision late.”

REACH FOR THE MOON 
Hampton Court Stakes, Thursday

“He has pleased us in his work since Sandown – 
he has gone nicely – and we are very happy with 
him. It would be amazing to give Her Majesty a 
winner and we hope he goes there with a nice 
chance.” 

STRADIVARIUS 
Gold Cup, Thursday

“I think he is still up to running a huge race in 
the Gold Cup, as long as the ground is not soft 
or heavy. He was probably in his prime at five 
or six, but he seems up for it at the moment 
and the plan was always to run here and then 
Goodwood, so we are sticking to that.”

INSPIRAL 
Coronation Stakes, Friday

“Inspiral is coming to herself now. It has taken a 
long time but I think we are beginning to see the 
filly of last year. Hopefully, she can put in a big 
performance.”

FAISAL ROAD 
Norfolk Stakes, Friday

“He won nicely at Yarmouth and could take his 
chance in the Norfolk but it does look a tough 
race to win.”

FRANCESCO CLEMENTE 
King Edward VII Stakes, Friday

“I am not sure exactly where he goes. He is in the 
King Edward VII Stakes and we will take a look at 
that but no decision has been made.“

ROYAL ASCOT STABLE TOUR

JOHN AND THADY 
GOSDEN
John and Thady Gosden run the rule over some of their biggest chances at 
Royal Ascot this year.

Stradivarius bids for a fourth Gold Cup at Royal Ascot 2022
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GOLDEN PAL 
King’s Stand Stakes, Tuesday

“I’m so excited for this horse I can’t even tell you. 
He’s the best I’ve ever brought to Ascot in all 
these years, and I’ve brought some good ones, 
but this guy is the fastest of the fast.

“He’s really matured from last year to this year 
mentally and physically he’s gotten bigger and 
stronger, as any horse would from three to four, 
but he’s just a pure athlete and this is his year.”

LOVE REIGNS 
Queen Mary Stakes, Wednesday

“She ran a big race there at Keeneland, I don’t 
know what will materialise out of that race, but 
she ran a fast time.”

SEISMIC SPIRIT 
Windsor Castle Stakes, Wednesday

“Take nothing away from the horse that beat 
him last time, but the winner had a start on 
the dirt. He is a real chubby dude, so that race 
is really going to do him a lot of good. I’d have 
preferred him having come away a little slower 
but he didn’t and he made all but the last jump.”

RUTHIN 
Palace Of Holyroodhouse Stakes, Friday

“She had a little bit of a throat issue last year, we 
didn’t do any surgery or anything, the vet said 
just give her time to develop so we just gave her 
time. The owner is really excited about getting 
whatever we can to Ascot, so this filly warranted 
going there after her last win.”

CAMPANELLE 
Platinum Jubilee Stakes, Saturday

“Irad Ortiz rode her very confidently on her 
return win. I told him that she likes the outside, 
so he kind of broke and had a hold of her from 
the first jump and just kind of worked his way 
out. He let her go and off she went. It was a big 
race.”

ROYAL ASCOT STABLE TOUR
WESLEY WARD
The trailblazing US trainer is a 12-time Royal Ascot scorer and has a quintet 
of leading fancies this year.

Golden Pal makes a winning return at Keeneland

Campanelle wins on her comeback at Keeneland
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ROYAL ASCOT 
TOP JOCKEYS 

Jockey

Frankie Dettori 

Ryan Moore 

William Buick 

Jamie Spencer 

James Doyle 

Olivier Peslier

Wins

76

66 

26

28

17

16

ROYAL ASCOT 
TOP TRAINERS 

Trainer

Sir Michael Stoute 

Aidan O’Brien 

John Gosden* 

Mark Johnston 

Saeed bin Suroor 

Paul Cole* 

Wins

82

76

47

59

37

22

*including wins in a training partnership
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By Classic-winning jockey and Sky Sports Racing presenter Jason Weaver

The round course is a right-handed, triangular circuit of fourteen furlongs, with 
a run-in of 2½ furlongs. There is a straight mile course and the Old mile course 
which joins the round course in Swinley Bottom. Despite the downhill run into 
Swinley Bottom and relatively short run-in from the final turn, Ascot is galloping 
in character. Since the redevelopment, the turn into the straight has become 
more sweeping and those ridden prominently can be difficult to peg back. 
Nowadays, the ground in the straight drains quicker than the rest of the course, 
meaning going descriptions can vary.

GUIDE TO ASCOT
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Because the run-in on Ascot’s round course 
is relatively short, positioning - jockeyship in 
other words - is key. It goes without saying that 
in steadily-run races you want to be towards 
the sharp end but, whatever the pace, you can 
get into trouble trying to come through rivals 
late on. We’re still learning about the straight 
course, following the relaying a few years back, 
but in my view it’s more pace-dependent 
than draw-dependent. Given the right 
pace to chase, I reckon you can win 
from anywhere.

“

”


