
 
Longines Hong Kong International Races - Selections by Dick Powell 

 
The Longines Hong Kong International Races will be contested early Sunday morning on December 8 at Sha Tin. Sha Tin is a right-
handed course and the turf course has been playing fast for most of the meet. It has a long homestretch coming out of a wide turn so most 
running styles are successful.  
 
Race 4 (post time 12:40am EST) is the $2.56 million Hong Kong Vase (G1) going 2400 meters. The defending champion, Exultant, drew 
post 14 so he looks vulnerable. There is not a lot of pace in the field so he might be able to work out a decent trip but it will take energy to 
do it. We’ll look elsewhere. 
 1st: #10 Deidre is a mare from Japan that just missed in the Cup (G1) here last year going 10 furlongs. She raced in Europe this year and 
upset the Nassau Stakes (G1) at Goodwood and was a good third two starts later at Ascot on British Champions Day. The daughter of 
Harbinger has a strong late kick and gets Oisin Murphy back aboard. 
2nd: #11 Lucky Lilac is an improving filly from Japan that won a Group 1 stakes at Kyoto with Christophe Soumillon aboard. She ran her 
last three furlongs in 32 4/5ths second and can save ground from post one before unleashing her kick.  
3rd: #1 Exultant won this race last year from post 10 so maybe post 14 is not that bad. He has had two strong races this year but Zac 
Purton will have to use early energy to chase a slowish pace. 
4th: #4 Southern Legend was a sharp winner two starts back going 9 furlongs then was a good third in his prep for this. He looks to be a 
question mark at the distance but the lack of pace should help him get the distance. 
 
Race 5 (post time 1:20am EST) is the $2.56 million Hong Kong Sprint (G1) going 1200 meters. Hong Kong turf sprinters are so good, 
there are only two international sprinters that are entered. 
 1st: #14 Aethero has only one blemish on his record but his talent can overwhelm his lack of experience. After losing due to a poor start 
and bad manners at the start, he bounced back to break the track record here for five furlongs down the straightaway. Last out, he made 
his group debut and romped in the Jockey Club Sprint (G2) going today’s distance when he just missed breaking the track record. He 
draws well on the outside and gets in light with 117 lbs.  
2nd: #1 Beat the Clock was third in this race last year when he flew home. He won the Chairman’s Sprint Prize (G1) last April here with a 
last quarter mile in 21.56 seconds. He returned this year with a good third in the Jockey Club Sprint (G2) behind the top choice. Second 
start off the layoff should have him ready.  
3rd: #4 Hot King Prawn is a blazing-fast sprinter that has been able to handle the move up in class in his second start off the layoff. I like 
how he finished in his last start behind the top choice. 
4th: #10 Seasons Bloom has a huge late kick with 21 and change last quarter miles and will be flying late with Grant van Niekerk. 
 
Race 7 (post time 2:30am EST) is the $3.21 million Hong Kong Mile (G1) going 1600 meters. The defending champion, Beauty 
Generation is back but has lost his last two starts.  
 1st: #1 Beauty Generation was spectacular last season four Group 1 stakes races. This year, he made his debut going 1400 meters and 
promptly broke the track record. Next out, he had to carry top weight again but he could do no better than third going a mile. Last out, with 
much more favorable weights, he was still third when he made the lead but could not hold on. He gets in at level weights today and draws 
perfectly in post five.   
2nd: #4 Waikuku is an improving four-year-old that was a good third to the top choice in his seasonal debut. He came back two starts later 
to win the Jockey Club Mile (G2) from just off the pace and only picks up three pounds.  
3rd: #9 Admire Mars won a Group 1 stakes race going a mile from post 17 in Tokyo two starts back then raced evenly last out in his 
seasonal debut. Christophe Soumillon picks up the mount but this is a very tough assignment for a three-year-old.  
4th: #2 Indy Champ Japanese shipper has won two Group 1 stakes races in his last three starts and the loss came at 1800 meters.  
 
Race 8 (post time 3:10am EST) is the $3.56 million Hong Kong Cup (G1) going 2000 meters. Japanese superstar Almond Eye was not 
able to make the trip after running a fever last week but the remaining eight starters are evenly matched.   
 1st: #7 Magic Wand won her first Group 1 stakes race last out when she won the Mackinnon Stakes (G1) going this distance in Australia 
five days after running in the two-mile Melbourne Cup (G1). A better indication of her talent was a good second in the Arlington Million (G1) 
going this distance behind possible Horse of the Year Bricks and Mortar. She is game as can be, draws well with Ryan Moore back in the 
saddle, and has shown an affinity for firm ground.    
2nd: #6 Furore won the Hong Kong Derby back in March going this distance. He has returned with two even efforts then was a good 
second behind Exultant who won last year’s Vase (G1). He draws the rail with Hugh Bowman back aboard and he is lightly raced to where 
he can improve off his last start.   
3rd: #2 Rise High was a good second in a Grade 1 stakes race here back May going 12 furlongs. He seems to be able to run all day and 
was a good winner two starts back here in the Sha Tin Trophy Stakes (G2) going nine furlongs going a mile in fast time over Beauty 
Generation.  
4th: #8 Edisa won going 11 furlongs at Belmont Park in September then was a good second at Longchamp at a 1 ½ miles. Trainer Alain de 
Royer Dupre has shipped in to Sha Tin successfully in the past and the daughter of Kitten’s Joy is only three and could still be improving.  


